
Key information about light 

- Light is a form of energy that is visible to the human eye.  

- Light sources can be natural or man-made. 
- Light travels in a straight line. 

- Light travels faster than sound. 
- Objects are seen because they reflect light into the eye. 

- Shadows are caused when certain materials block light. 

- Shadows have the same shape as the objects that cast them. 
- The further away the light source is, the smaller the shadow 
is. The closer the source of the light, the bigger the shadow.  

 

Knowledge Organiser 

Year 6– Light 

 
Vocabulary 

picture key word definition 

 light source an object that emits light 

 emit to emit light means to produce it 

 opaque something that cannot be seen through 

 transparent something that can be seen through 

 translucent  something that can partially be seen through 

 reflect when light bounces off a surface 

 shadow the absence of light 

 mirror a surface that reflects light 

 

Further Reading 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zbssgk7  

https://www.theschoolrun.com/what-is-light  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zbssgk7
https://www.theschoolrun.com/what-is-light


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GLUE ME 

Q
U

E
S

T
I
O

N
S

 T
O

 D
E

E
PE

N
 Y

O
U

R
 L

E
A

R
N

I
N

G
 

C
h
a
ra

cte
r 

C
ritica

l 
T
h
ink

ing 
C
re

a
tivity

 
C
om

m
unica

tion 
C
itiz

e
nsh

ip 
C
olla

b
ora

tion 

C
an you cre

ate
 a 

list of op
aque

, 
transpare

nt and
 

transluce
nt m

a-
te

rials? 

H
ow

 can you 
prove

 th
at ligh

t 
trave

ls in 
straigh

t line
s? 

C
an you cre

ate
 a 

pe
riscop

e
? 

C
an you e

x
plain 

to a classm
ate

 
h
ow

 ligh
t trave

ls 
from

 a ligh
t 

source
 to th

e
 

e
ye

? 

C
an you cre

ate
 

an inve
ntion th

at 
use

s solar e
ne

r-
gy? 

C
an you w

ork
 w

ith
 

anoth
e
r pe

rson to 
cre

ate
 an infor-

m
ation poste

r 
ab

out ligh
t? 

 

W
h
a
t I

 a
m
 e

x
pe

cte
d
 to k

now
 from

 th
e
 N

a
tiona

l curriculum
 

 •
 

re
cognise

 th
at ligh

t app
e
ars to trave

l in straig
h
t line

s 

•
 

use
 th

e
 id

e
a th

at ligh
t trave

ls in straig
h
t line

s to e
x

plain th
at ob

je
cts are

 se
e
n b

e
cause

 th
e
y give

 out 
or re

fle
ct ligh

t into th
e
 e

ye
 

•
 

e
x
plain th

at w
e
 se

e
 th

ing
s b

e
cause

 ligh
t trave

ls from
 ligh

t source
s to our e

ye
s or from

 ligh
t so

urce
s to 

ob
je

cts and
 th

e
n to our e

ye
s 

•
 

use
 th

e
 id

e
a th

at ligh
t trave

ls in straig
h
t line

s to e
x

plain w
h
y sh

ad
o
w

s h
ave

 th
e
 sam

e
 sh

ap
e
 as th

e
 ob

-
je

cts th
at cast th

e
m

 

•
 

Q
R

 cod
e
 for e

nd
 of unit asse

ssm
e
nt: 

 


