
DAY and NIGHT  
Earth rotates (spins) on its axis, it does a full spin once every 24 

hours, which is our day and night. Daytime occurs when the side of 
the Earth is facing the sun and night occurs when the side of the 

Earth is facing away from the sun.  

 

 

Knowledge Organiser 

?? 
Vocabulary 

Pictures Key word Definition 

 Planet An object that orbits a star and does 
not emit its own light 

 Star Giant spheres of super hot gas mostly 
made from hydrogen and helium. 

 Rotate The spin of a body upon its axis. 

 Solar System A star with objects (such as planets) 
orbiting it. 

 Orbit A curved path of a planet, moon or sat-
ellite around an object. 

 Moon A celestial body that makes an orbit 
around a planet. 

 Spherical Shaped like a sphere. 

 Season The four divisions of the year made by 
the Earth’s changing position in relation 
to the Sun 

 Axis An imaginary line about which an object 
spins. 

 Tilt A sloping position or movement. 

 Hemisphere A half of a sphere. Northern hemi-
sphere and Southern hemisphere 

 The planets 
in our Solar 
System 

Mercury, Venus, Earth, Jupiter, Saturn, 
Uranus, Neptune, (Pluto, dwarf planet). 

THE PLANETS 

 

The EARTH and the MOON 
The moon orbits Earth in an oval-shaped path whilst it spins on its 
axis. At different times in the month the moon appears to be dif-
ferent shapes, this is because the sun lights up different parts of 

the moon as the moon moves around the Earth.  

 

Further Reading 
Earth and space - KS2 Science - 

BBC Bitesize  

http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/
topics/zkbbkqt 
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