
Key facts 

The billions of different kinds of living things (organisms) on earth 
have been divided up, by scientists, into groups according to their sim-
ilarities and differences. This is known as classifying, which allows us 
to identify those that are unique.  

All animals with a backbone are classified as vertebrates and these 
can be classified further. While animals without a backbone are inver-
tebrates.  

Animals live within a habitat and over time there have been significant 
changes to the habitats that animals live in. Some of these have oc-
curred naturally (natural changes) but some have happened as a result 

 

Knowledge Organiser 

?? 
Vocabulary 

pictures Key word definition 

 environment 
the surroundings in which a living thing 

exists  

 habitat the place where an organism lives  

 extinction 
where an organism doesn’t exist any-

more  

 vertebrate an animal with a backbone  

 invertebrate an animal without a backbone  

 endangered organisms that are at risk of extinction  

 classify 
to group things together based on char-

acteristics  

 
natural 
changes 

naturally occurring changes  

 
man-made 
changes 

changes that happen as a result of hu-
man intervention  

 organism an animal or plant  

Classification 

 

 

Further Reading 
Check out: https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/ topics/zn22pv4 where 

there are lots of great videos to watch about animals and living 
things.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GLUE ME 

Q
U

E
S

T
I
O

N
S

 T
O

 D
E

E
PE

N
 Y

O
U

R
 L

E
A

R
N

I
N

G
 

C
h
a
ra

cte
r 

C
ritica

l 
T
h
ink

ing 
C
re

a
tivity

 
C
om

m
unica

tion 
C
itiz

e
nsh

ip 
C
olla

b
ora

tion 

H
ow

 d
o affe

ct 
th

e
 e

nviron-
m

e
nt? 

W
h
y h

ave
 ani-

m
als’ ch

ang
e
d
 

ove
r tim

e
? 

C
an you cre

ate
 a 

b
ug h

ote
l? 

H
ow

 could
 you 

e
x
plain th

e
 im

-
portance

 o
f e

co
-

frie
nd

ly? 

H
ow

 can w
e
 all 

tak
e
 re

spo
nsib

il-
ity for th

e
 e

nvi-
ronm

e
nt? 

C
an you w

ork
 w

ith
 

anoth
e
r ch

ild
 to 

cre
ate

 a classifica-
tion d

iagram
? 

 

W
h
a
t I

 a
m
 e

x
pe

cte
d
 to k

now
 from

 th
e
 N

a
tiona

l curriculum
 

 •
 

re
cognise

 th
at living th

ings can b
e
 groupe

d
 in a varie

ty of w
ays 

•
 

e
x
plore

 and
 use

 classification k
e
ys to h

e
lp group, id

e
ntify and

 nam
e
 a varie

ty of living 
th

ings in th
e
ir local and

 w
id

e
r e

nvironm
e
nt 

•
 

re
cognise

 th
at e

nvironm
e
nts can ch

ange
 and

 th
at th

is can som
e
tim

e
s pose

 d
ange

rs to 
living th

ings 

•
 

Q
R

 cod
e
 for e

nd
 of unit asse

ssm
e
nt: 

 


