
Carolus Linnaeus (1707-1778) 

• A Swedish naturalist 

• He created two scientific systems: the system for 
classifying plants and animals and the system for 
naming all living things  

• Created the Systema Naturae which classified all 
living things in the world 

• Also created the binomial (two-name) classification 
system, which is still in use today. 

• The legacy of his work is still found today across the 
natural world and new species of animals use Linnaeus’s method of classifica-
tion 

 

Knowledge Organiser 

Year 6– Living things and their habitats 
Vocabulary 

picture key word definition 

 kingdom 
5 widely accepted kingdoms for classifi-

cation: monera, protists, fungi, plants 
and animals.  

 phylum 
Divisions based on shared physical char-

acteristics among organisms.  

 class 
Classes are based on very important, and 

more detailed, similarities.  

 order 
Orders are based on characteristics 

listed on a taxonomy key.  

 family 
Groups of organisms that share certain 

adaptive traits. They have a common 
ancestory.  

 genus 
A way to describe the generic name for 

an organism.  

 species 
Species is the specific name given to a 

living organism.  

 
micro-

organisms 

Very tiny livings things that are not visi-
ble to the eye but are found all around 

us. 

 classification 
The arrangement of organisms into or-
derly groups based on their similarities 

and presumed evolutionary relationships.  

Classification in action 

 

Further Reading 
Karl, get out of the garden by Anita Sanchez 

https://kids.britannica.com/kids/article/Carolus-
Linnaeus/625446#:~:text=Carolus%20Linnaeus%20was%20a%20Swedish,the%
20Father%20of%20Systematic%20Botany  
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